. SAN DIEGO | CENTER FOR AIDS RESEARCH

Call for Abstracts

Get Activated: Standing Up for Community in Response & Research

Sociobehavioral Science Core — Community Research Town Hall ® August 20, 2026

Overview

The San Diego Center for AIDS Research (SD CFAR) Sociobehavioral Science (SBS) Core invites abstract submissions from
early stage investigators, graduate students, undergraduate students, and community members engaged in research
related to HIV or other conditions affecting people living with or at risk for HIV (e.g., stigma, substance use, trauma,
mental health). Select submissions will be featured in the Interactive "Data" Walk, a dynamic session designed to bridge
the gap between research and the communities we serve.

Theme
Abstracts must align with the town hall’s overarching theme:
“Get Activated: Standing Up for Community in Response & Research”

We welcome HIV-related research that addresses community-defined health priorities, with particular interest in
projects examining social and structural drivers of health, including but not limited to immigration, housing, access to
care, racial equity, and community resilience. Submissions should link to HIV research or community work and speak to
at least one of the following guiding questions:

e How does your research address a health need identified by the community?

¢ How has your work been shaped by community input, partnership, or lived experiences?

e How can your findings inform action, advocacy, and/or community-academic partnerships?
Who Should Apply

e Community members, advocates, or practitioners who have participated in, conducted, or co-led HIV-related
research

e Early stage investigators (postdoctoral researchers, junior faculty, research scientists)

e Graduate students (master’s and doctoral)

¢ Undergraduate students engaged in community-based or participatory research
Abstract Requirements

e 250 words or fewer

e Written in plain language accessible to both researchers and community members

e Must clearly describe: (1) the research question or community issue addressed; (2) methods or approach; (3) key
findings or outcomes; (4) implications for community health or action; (5) relevance to HIV research

¢ Include presenter name(s), affiliation(s) or community organization, and career stage/role
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Presentation Format

Accepted submissions will be presented during the Interactive “Data” Walk (11:00 am — 11:45 am). This is a
participatory, poster-style session where attendees move through stations and engage directly with presenters.
Presenters will receive specific display and materials guidance upon acceptance.

Submission Deadline

Due: August 7, 2026 — Click here to submit an abstract

Questions? Contact Danielle Campbell at dacampbe@health.ucsd.edu.

Scroll down for the Presenter Framework.

Page 2


https://my.ctri.ucsd.edu/surveys/?s=9P947MAL4K7LFTAX

Interactive “Data” Walk — Presenter Framework

Get Activated: Standing Up for Community in Response & Research

Sociobehavioral Science Core — Community Research Town Hall ® August 20, 2026 | 11:00 am — 11:45 am

Purpose of the Data Walk

The Interactive “Data” Walk is a participatory session designed to highlight community-rooted research and invite
dialogue between presenters and attendees. Unlike a traditional poster session, this format emphasizes conversation,
storytelling, and community relevance. Presenters are expected to be active facilitators of discussion, not passive
displayers of data.

Presenter Expectations

Before the Event

e Prepare a visual display (poster, infographic, or other format) to summarize your research. Detailed display
specifications will be provided upon acceptance.

e Develop a brief 2- to 3-minute verbal overview of your work to share with attendees as they rotate through
stations.

e Prepare to answer questions from both researchers and community members; plain language is encouraged.

e Review the town hall theme and guiding questions to frame your talking points around community relevance
and action.

Day-of Logistics
e Arrive by 10:30am to set up your station. Organizers will be available to assist.

e Stations will be assigned in advance. Please do not rearrange displays without checking with session moderators
(Himangi Sharma, Jamie Yan).

e Remain at your station for the full duration of the Data Walk (11:00 — 11:45am).

e Be prepared to engage with multiple attendees simultaneously; prioritize accessibility and conversation over
formal presentation.

Display Guidelines
e Posters should be readable from 3—4 feet away and use visuals to complement text.
e Use plain, jargon-free language wherever possible.

e If your research involves community partners, consider highlighting their voices (e.g., quotes, co-authorship,
community logos with permission).

¢ Handouts, QR codes linking to reports or data, and interactive elements are encouraged.
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Engagement Expectations
e Center community voices and needs in how you describe your work.
e Be open to feedback and questions from community attendees as well as researchers.
¢ Avoid deficit-based framing; emphasize community strengths, assets, and agency.

¢ Be prepared to speak to the “so what” — what action, change, or partnership could result from your findings?

Session Moderators

Himangi Sharma and Jamie Yan will facilitate the Data Walk. They will introduce the session, guide attendee rotation,
and support presenters. Please contact them upon arrival.

Questions & Support

For questions about presenter logistics, please contact Danielle Campbell at dacampbe@health.ucsd.edu.

Thank you for contributing to a space where research and community come together.

We look forward to your presentation!
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